
The Challenge: Improve Risk Analysis, Lower 
Costs  

Improved understanding of wind energy’s impacts 
on wildlife is a priority if we are to advance wind 
energy development while protecting wildlife and 
habitat.   

For more than 20 years, wind energy companies 
have undertaken numerous studies to assess risk 
and impacts to wildlife from wind energy projects. 
Some of the data are publicly available, but other 
data remain confidential and are privately owned.  
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The American Wind Wildlife Information Center (AWWIC) is a first-of-its 
kind initiative to expand the analysis of wind-wildlife data to advance 
wind energy development and operations while protecting wildlife. 

The Approach: Leverage Data Through 

Collaboration    

The American Wind Wildlife Information Center 
expands the availability of wind-wildlife data and 
information for scientific analysis. Once completed, 
AWWIC will enable the wind energy industry and 
federal and state agencies to better and more 
efficiently assess risk and design effective wind-
wildlife strategies. Currently, AWWI maintains a 
growing online database of documents on wind-
wildlife science. Targeted analysis of AWWIC data is 
underway. 

The Results: Reduced Uncertainty, More Efficient Permitting and Operational Strategies, and 
Improved Conservation 

When the comprehensive AWWIC is completed, defined analyses of the data will reduce uncertainty 

about potential risk of wind energy development. Developers and relevant state or local agency officials 

will be able to access reports and analyses of data collected across a range of sites to guide 

recommendations on how much additional pre-construction data collection will be necessary, which 

variables should be assessed to best predict impact for different regions of the U.S., or how much post-

construction monitoring is needed to confirm impact predictions.  
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